[Whipple disease revealed by anti-TNFα therapy].
Whipple disease is a rare infectious disease with protean clinical manifestations. This infection may mimic chronic inflammatory rheumatisms such as rheumatoid arthritis or spondylarthritis. In this context, introduction of a biotherapy after a diagnostic hesitation does not always lead to early complications. Sometimes, the clinical degradation follows an initial improvement, encouraging continuation of the immunosuppressive treatment and leading consequently to a greater diagnostic delay. We report two cases of Whipple disease diagnosed in the context of an inflammatory disease with anti-TNFα failure. The first patient was a 53-year-old man who presented with an axial and peripheral spondylarthritis who was treated with etanercept and adalimumab. The second was a 42-year-old man who received adalimumab and then etanercept for a peripheral spondylarthritis. Whipple disease should be suspected in all patients who present with a chronic inflammatory rheumatism that is partially or not controlled with anti-TNFα therapy and who had persisting elevated acute phase reactants.